
Audio 2
Methods for finding audio clips using your 

computer



3. Mac audio basics



Start by opening the Mac 
system preferences



Click on the Sound pane



The default Sound 
Preferences view



Output determines 
where sound is played to



“Built-in Output” updates 
automatically when you 

plug/unplug a cable

This only applies to 
MacBooks that don’t 

have an Audio In plug



Input determines where 
sound is recorded from



To record sound on Macs 
without a dedicated line 

in, choose Sound Input 
for your headphones jack



Line In won’t appear 
until it detects a cable 

has been plugged in



How to record any 
sound on a Mac



Free Software

• Soundflower for capturing audio 

• Audacity for editing audio

• LineIn for listening while capturing

http://code.google.com/p/soundflower/
http://code.google.com/p/soundflower/
http://audacity.sourceforge.net/
http://audacity.sourceforge.net/
http://rogueamoeba.com/freebies/
http://rogueamoeba.com/freebies/


In Sound Preferences, 
choose Soundflower as 

your Output device



In Audacity, choose 
Soundflower as your 

Recording device

Note: this interface may 
have a different layout, 

depending on your 
version of Audacity



Use LineIn to play your 
Soundflower audio 

through your speakers

You have to enable the 
Pass Thru button



Record sounds your 
computer makes



Choose File > Export



Export in MP3 format


